The world presents itself before us in a twofold aspect of health and disease?the sound and the unsound, both of body and mind. We are living, moving, and acting in the midst of this twofold world, which imparts to the scene around us both its grandeur and defects. The moving panorama appears in varied lights and shades to different eyes. The statesman views it from an elevated point of his own; the man of business and the man of pleasure each of them look at it from his own standpoint, and through his own particular medium. But the psychologist sees it in its double aspect?the healthy and the diseased, the sane and the insane; and discerns in these two aspects the constituent elements of our daily existence. Religious madness is by no means peculiar to modern times or to civilised periods. It has been recognised as a particular form of insanity from the earliest periods of the world. In ages of ignorance it was regarded as a divine inspiration or flatus.
It is the most formidable species of insanity there is; and though it is said to leave the rest of the mental faculties untouched, yet we can scarcely trust the integrity of the mind that labours under its delusions. The delusions as a rule haunt the patient day and night, and no arguments, however weighty or by whom stated, will make the least alteration in the firm morbid belief. In fact, the stronger the argument against the delusions, the more confirmed will they become.
In these cases the relatives, not recognising the real mental condition, will allow arguments to be brought forward by clergymen and others, in order to disperse the insane notions, but, alas ! with no good resulting, but positive injury. For 
